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(54) WAVEGUIDE TYPE OPTICAL BRANCHING/ COUPLING ELEMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a compact and loss-reduced waveguide 
type optical branching/coupling element integrated by optical 
branches and optical couplers. 

CONSTITUTION: The 1st optical waveguide 100 continued from 
one side 1 1 of a plane base 10 to the other side 12 and branched 
to plural routes on the way is formed on the base 1 0 to 
constitute plural optical, branches 301 to 315 and plural 2nd 
optical waveguides 201 to 216 continued at least to one side 11 
of the base 10 and respectively connected to the 1st branched 
waveguides 100 (103 to 1 18) are formed on the base 10 to 
constitute optical couplers 401 to 416. The 2nd optical 
waveguides 201 to 216 on one side of the base 10 are arranged 
on both the sides of the 1 st optical waveguides 1 00 (1 01 , 1 02). 
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